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4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
OPENING SONG
I Heard the Voice of Jesus #464

SCRIPTURE READINGS begin on page 63

MASS PARTS Mass of Creation #885-889

CLOSING SONG
Akbaatatdía dii báakukkoonnahtaa

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE
 9:00 AM Saint Dennis 
 10:30 AM Saint Charles Borromeo 
 12:30 PM Our Lady of Loretto 
 4:00 PM Saint Francis Xavier

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE 
TUESDAY,  WEDNESDAY,  THURSDAY

 6:00 PM Saint Dennis

FRIDAY

 6:00 PM Our Lady of Loretto

CONFESSIONS
Before mass and on request.

OTHER ACTIVITIES
TUESDAYS

 6:00 PM Sewing Group 
  Meeting Room in Small Hall 
  (St. Dennis)
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Today’s Gospel continues our reading from Mark 
and describes what some believe was likely to have 
been a typical day in Jesus’ ministry. Jesus and the 
disciples that chose to follow him in last week’s Gos-
pel arrive at Capernaum, a small village on the Sea of 
Galilee. Jesus teaches in the synagogue on the Sab-
bath. Mark reports that the people respond to Jesus’ 
teaching with astonishment, noting Jesus’ authority 
and contrasting it with the scribes’. Early in Mark’s 
Gospel we already find evidence of the tension that 
will manifest itself fully in Jerusalem.

After Jesus’ preaching, an even more astonishing 
thing happens. A man possessed with an unclean 
spirit calls out to Jesus. As we see in this example and 
throughout Mark’s Gospel, the spirits and demons 
seem to know Jesus and are often fearful of him. In 
fact, they seem to understand Jesus’ identity better 
than his disciples. As we will read again and again in 
Mark’s Gospel, Jesus orders the spirit to be quiet and 
drives the unclean spirit out of the man. Jesus’ ability 
to heal those possessed by demons is an indication of 
his power over evil.

In the prescientific age of Jesus’ time, all illness-
es were understood to be manifestations of evil and 
sinfulness. Our modern understanding of illness 
is very different. Possession by unclean spirits may 
have been a way to describe what we might call men-
tal illness today. It may have even been a way of de-
scribing certain kinds of physical conditions. There 
is evidence that there were many kinds of exorcists 
and healers in first-century Palestine. Jesus appears 
to be like these healers, but he heals with unique au-
thority and connects his healing activities with the 
words of his preaching.

We are missing the point that Mark is trying to 
make in this Gospel, however, if we try to explain 
away the healing work of Jesus. The crowds see in 
Jesus’ cure of the possessed man further affirmation 
of his authority. Jesus’ power to heal gives greater 
credence to his teaching. Jesus impresses the crowds 
through his words, which are manifested with pow-
er in his deeds. Mark’s Gospel tells us that because 
of the authority with which he healed, Jesus’ fame 
spread throughout all of Galilee.

Family Connection
The people who heard Jesus teach and saw him 

heal in today’s Gospel were said to have been as-
tonished and amazed by the authority of his teach-
ing. So compelling were Jesus’ words and actions 
that the news about him could not be contained; it 



spread quickly throughout all of Galilee. Two thou-
sand years later, the news about Jesus continues to 
spread. We are called to participate in sharing the 
Good News of Jesus with others in our words and in 
our deeds.

Gather as a family and try to name some amaz-
ing things, events, or people. In today’s Gospel we 
hear that the people were astonished and amazed 
by their experience of Jesus. Read today’s Gospel, 
Mark 1:21–28. What did the people who saw and 

heard Jesus find so amazing? (In Jesus, the people 
heard and saw the power and authority of God at 
work.) People should see in our lives the power and 
authority of God at work. Can you name any mod-
ern examples of people in whom you have seen the 
power and authority of God at work? Conclude in 
prayer together that we will experience wonder at 
the work of God in our world today. Pray together 
the Prayer to the Holy Spirit.

Catholic Schools Week (Jan. 28th - Feb. 3)

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK (1/28-2/3)
This past Friday, Bishop Jeff Fleming celebrated 

Mass at both Pretty Eagle Catholic Academy & St. 
Charles in preparation for Catholic Schools Week.

We give thanks to God for the many donors 
across the country who make a tuition-free Cath-
olic education possible for the students of the St. 
Labre school system.

We also thank the administrators, teachers, 
staff for their dedicated work and for the students 
& their families for choosing a Catholic education.

BAPTISM CLASS AT 10:30AM 
ON SATURDAY, 2/3 @ ST. DENNIS
No Baptisms during Lent 2/14-3/31

Our next class for parents/godparents is on 
Saturday, Feb. 3rd at 10:30am at St. Dennis with 
baptisms to follow for families having theirs done 
at St. Dennis. Other dates and locations will be 
scheduled accordingly.

Please visit crowcatholicparishes.com or con-
tact one of the priests to register.



CLOSING SONG

SACRAMENTAL PREP
Confirmation & 1st Communion Classes

Sacrament classes for children who are at least 7 
years old & baptized will begin on Sunday, Feb. 4th 
at both St. Dennis and Our Lady of Loretto after 
Mass. Classes will run about 30 minutes. There is 
a sign-up sheet to begin the registration process at 
both St. Dennis & Our Lady of Loretto.

If your child is 7 or older but isn’t baptized and 
you want them to enter the sacrament classes, then 
they must be baptized prior to Ash Wednesday, 
February 14th as the church does not allow bap-
tisms during Lent which runs from Feb. 14th to 
March 30th this year.

NO ONE DIES ALONE
Volunteer @ St. Vincent’s Hospital

The Spiritual Care team at St. Vincent’s is of-
fering a learning session on Tuesday, Feb 6th from 
1-3pm in the Lab Conference Room at the hospital.

This is for anyone interested in becoming a vol-
unteer in their program that accompanies patients 
at the end of life who may not have family or loved 
ones present as they die.

Please RSVP by contacting Jane Nelson-Krizek, 
406-237-3376.


