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4th Sunday of Advent

SCRIPTURE READINGS begin on page 41

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE

9:00 AM Saint Dennis

10:30 AM Saint Charles Borromeo
12:30 PM Our Lady of Loretto
4:00 PM Saint Francis Xavier

MASS PARTS Mass of Creation #885-889

This Sunday we read the story of the angel Gabri-
el’s announcement to Mary about the birth of Jesus.
This story is found only in Luke’s Gospel. On this
fourth Sunday of Advent, the liturgy shifts our atten-
tion from John the Baptist to Mary, the mother of Je-
sus. Both John and Mary serve as important figures
for our reflection during the season of Advent; they
both played instrumental roles in preparing the way
for Jesus. Last week we reflected on John the Baptist’s

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE
TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY
6:00 PM Saint Dennis

FRIDAY
6:00 PM Our Lady of Loretto

CONFESSIONS
Before mass and on request.

OTHER ACTIVITIES
TUESDAYS
6:00 PM Sewing Group
Meeting Room in Small Hall
(St. Dennis)
announcement that the Savior was among us, al-
though not yet recognized. This week we reflect upon
Mary’s example of faith and obedience to God, traits
which permitted her to receive the angel’s message
that God’s Son would be born as a human person, as
one of us.
We are familiar with the story of the Annunciation,
and itis fitting that we recall how God announced the
birth of Jesus as we make our final preparations for
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our celebration of the Incarnation. The angel Gabri-
el visited Mary, a virgin betrothed to a man named
Joseph. Mary greeted the angel’s news with awe and
wonder and asked how it could be possible that she
could give birth to a child. In his reply, the angel Ga-
briel announced the seemingly impossible reality:
the child to be born would be conceived by the power
of the Holy Spirit and would be God’s own Son. The
angel reported to Mary another miracle; her relative
Elizabeth was also pregnant despite having been
thought to be unable to have a child. Mary’s response
to the angel, which is called her fiat, is an example of
complete faith and obedience to God.

The story of the Annunciation calls to our atten-
tion God’s wondrous action in human history. God
chose a human person to give birth to his Son so that
all humanity would know God’s salvation. Mary,
already full of God’s grace, was able to cooperate in
this great plan for our salvation. Thus Jesus was born
as one of us, fully human and also fully divine. This
is the mystery we prepare to celebrate at Christmas,
the mystery of the Incarnation. In the model of Mary,
we pray that we will be people of faith who recognize
God’s saving plan for us and are able respond with
obedience.

CONFIRMATION, FIRST COMMUNION

Sacrament classes for children who are at least
7 years old & baptized will begin on Sunday, Feb.
4th at both St. Dennis and Our Lady of Loretto
after Mass. Classes will run about 30 minutes.

There is a sign-up sheet to begin the registration
process.

NEXT BAPTISM CLASS

Our next class for parents/godparents is on
Saturday, Jan. 6th at 10:30am at St. Dennis with
baptisms to follow for families having theirs done
inside the chapel. Other dates and locations will be
scheduled accordingly. Please visit our website or
contact one of the priests to register.

Family Connection

One of the challenges of faith is to recognize
God’s plan for us and to remain open to God’s will
and God’s actions in our world. Filled with God’s
grace, Mary models for us the kind of faith that is
needed to cooperate in God’s plan of salvation. Like
Mary, we are given the awesome opportunity to co-
operate in God’s saving plan. On this final Sunday
of Advent, our Gospel invites us to consider how
our preparations for Christmas have made us more
aware of God’s grace working in our lives.

Gather together your family and talk about
what you have been doing as a family to prepare for
Christmas. How have these preparations helped you
to better celebrate the central mystery of Christmas,
the Incarnation? Our Gospel today talks about how
Mary was prepared for her role in Christ’s birth.
Read today’s Gospel, Luke 1:26-38. Consider the
question: What enabled Mary to say yes to God?
Which of your Advent activities have made you
more aware of God’s grace in your life? Conclude
in prayer together that God’s grace will enable your
family to be more faithful and obedient to God. Pray
together the Magnificat.

CHRISTMAS
MASS SCHEDULE

CHRISTMAS EVE
Sunday, Decemeber 24th

4pm  St.Xavier

7pm  St. Charles

8pm  St. Dennis

11 pm Our Lady of Loretto

CHRISTMAS DAY
Monday, Decemeber 25th

10am St. Dennis




