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1st Sunday of Advent

OPENING SONG
O Come, Divine Messiah #44

SCRIPTURE READINGS begin on page 31
MASS PARTS Mass of Creation #885-889

CLOSING SONG
Baaawoonmakauush kala huuwiak

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE

9:00 AM Saint Dennis

10:30 AM Saint Charles Borromeo
12:30 PM Our Lady of Loretto
4:00 PM Saint Francis Xavier

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE
TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY
6:00 PM Saint Dennis

FRIDAY
6:00 PM Our Lady of Loretto

CONFESSIONS
Before mass and on request.

OTHER ACTIVITIES
TUESDAYS
6:00 PM Sewing Group

Meeting Room in Small Hall
(St. Dennis)

Bro. Mike Dorn OFM Cap. Administrator/Pastor » Phone: (406) 620-7500
Bro. Thomas Skowron OFM Cap. Assoc. Pastor - Phone: (406) 425-2567
Bro. Jerry Cornish OFM Cap. Youth Ministry

76 Highway 1, P.O. Box 57, Crow Agency, MT 59022

Find us on Facebook: n
Crow Catholic Parishes

Visit our website: @
crowcatholicparishes.com



Today we begin the season of Advent,
which marks the start of a new liturgical year
for the Church. The readings for Sunday Mass
are arranged on a three-year cycle. Each year
features a different Gospel—Matthew, Mark,
or Luke. Readings from the Gospel of John are
interspersed throughout all three years. With
this year’s first Sunday of Advent, we begin
Cycle B of the Lectionary, which focuses our
attention on the Gospel of Mark. This week
and next week, our readings from Mark’s Gos-
pel present two important Advent themes: the
Lord’s return at the end of time and John the
Baptist’s preparation for Jesus.

Today’s Gospel is taken from the end of
Mark’s Gospel, the chapter that immediate-
ly precedes Mark’s account of Jesus’ Passion.
Having been questioned repeatedly by the
scribes and the Pharisees, Jesus is now ques-
tioned by his disciples—Peter, James, John,
and Andrew—who want details about his
prediction of the destruction of the Temple.
Jesus answers with many warnings about the
difficulties that the disciples will face.

Today’s passage comes at the conclusion
of Jesus’ warnings to his disciples. Jesus em-
phasizes the need for watchfulness. The Son
of Man will come without warning; only the
Father knows the exact hour. The disciples
must not be caught unprepared when this
time comes.

Scholars believe that Mark’s Gospel was
written around the time of the destruction of
Jerusalem by the Romans in A.D. 70. Mark’s
audience consisted of Christians who were liv-
ing in difficult social and political times, times
of conflict. They were likely beginning to face




persecution as followers of Jesus. In this difficult
time, it helped to recall that Jesus had foretold of
such difficulties. Early Christian communities
took courage from Jesus’ warning to remain alert
and watchful, and they found in his words a way
to persevere through suffering.

Today’s Gospel reminds us that Advent is
about more than our preparation for the Church’s
celebration of Christ’s birth at Christmas. Advent
is also about preparing ourselves for Christ’s re-
turn in glory at the end of time. Like the disciples
and the faithful in Mark’s community, we must
also stay alert and watchful. Our faithfulness to
God, through the good times as well as the diffi-
cult times, shows us to be ready for the coming of
the Son of Man.

Family Connection

In family life, we try to prepare ourselves for
many future things: our next vacation, our chil-
dren’s education, our retirement. We are careful
not to allow ourselves to be caught by surprise
so that we can handle any challenges our fam-
ily may face. Today’s Gospel reminds us that
we are called to be just as attentive and alert to
the coming of the Son of Man so that it will not
catch us unprepared. This means attending to

ST. DENNIS CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
THIS FRIDAY, DEC. 8TH

Registration forms for vendors ($25 per ta-
ble) are available in the doorway for selling
hand-made crafts and baked foods to-go. If you
can help with cooking some of the roast beef
we’ve purchased for the day, please call 406-
620-7500.

our family’s spiritual life as carefully as we at-
tend to other important family matters.

As you gather as a family, talk about a time
when you received surprise visitors at your
house, perhaps a neighbor who stopped by
or a relative who arrived unannounced. Was
your household prepared to receive this unan-
nounced guest? What might your family have
done differently if you knew ahead of time that
this visitor was going to arrive? Jesus told his
disciples that no one knows when the Son of
Man will return, except the Father. Read with
your family what Jesus told his disciples in to-
day’s Gospel, Mark 13:33-37.

During Advent, we not only prepare our-
selves to celebrate the birth of Jesus, we also
check to see if we are doing all the things that
will keep us ready to receive Jesus when he
comes again. Talk about how your family can
recommit to daily prayer, reading Scripture,
and staying faithful to God’s commandments.
Pray together that through this Advent season
your family will be more prepared to receive Je-
sus when he comes again. Read as a concluding
prayer Paul’s words to the Corinthians found in
today’s second reading, 1 Corinthians 1:3-9, or
pray the Lord’s Prayer.

ELDER DINNER — NEXT SUNDAY,
DEC. 10TH, ™ @ ST. DENNIS | 2;0

Please help us get the word out to Elders
who may not have been able to make it to any
of the parishes in recent months and may need
your help with transportation to the dinner.

Also, we’re in need of volunteers to either
help cook, serve the meal, or provide donated



items (blankets, etc.) for bingo prizes for the el-
ders that day, there’s a signup sheet in the back.

DONATIONS FOR CHRISTMAS
FLOWERS

If you'd like to help with the purchase of
poinsettias to decorate the churches, please see
one of the priests.

CONFIRMATION & FIRST COMMUNION
CLASSES STARTING FEB. 4TH, 2024

Sacrament classes for children who are at
least 7 years old & baptized will begin on Sun-
day, Feb. 4th at both St. Dennis and Our Lady

CLOSING SONG
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of Loretto after Mass. Classes will run about 30
minutes.

There is a sign-up sheet to begin the registra-
tion process.

NEXT BAPTISM CLASS - SATURDAY,
JAN. 6TH, 10:30AM @ ST. DENNIS

Our next class for parents/godparents is
on Saturday, Jan. 6th at 10:30am at St. Dennis
with baptisms to follow for families having
theirs done inside the chapel. Other dates and
locations will be scheduled accordingly.

Please visit crowcatholicparishes.com or
contact one of the priests to register.
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The One we’ve been waiting for is coming.
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Baa kus- sii kia
Keep looking up there.
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Ka-la ha-wa - si - kaa sa - da. WE

Don't vou all look o the sides.
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Ka-la-ha-wa si-kkaa - sa. WE HE-LE

Daon't one of vou look to the sides.




