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27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
OPENING SONG
This Day God Gives Me #639

SCRIPTURE READINGS begin on page 204

MASS PARTS Mass of Creation #884-888

CLOSING SONG
Baakukkoolak Jesus

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE
 9:00 AM Saint Dennis 
 10:30 AM Saint Charles Borromeo 
 12:30 PM Our Lady of Loretto 
 4:00 PM Saint Francis Xavier

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE 
TUESDAY,  WEDNESDAY,  THURSDAY

 6:00 PM Saint Dennis

FRIDAY

 6:00 PM Our Lady of Loretto

CONFESSIONS
Before mass and on request.

OTHER ACTIVITIES
TUESDAYS

 6:00 PM Sewing Group 
  Meeting Room in Small Hall 
  (St. Dennis)

2 0 2 3
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8
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Bro. Mike Dorn OFM Cap.  Administrator/Pastor • Phone: (406) 620-7500

Bro. Thomas Skowron OFM Cap.  Assoc. Pastor • Phone: (406) 425-2567
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Today’s Gospel follows 
directly after last Sunday’s 
Gospel in which Jesus was 
questioned by Jewish religious 
leaders about the source of 
his teaching authority. After 
refusing to answer their ques-
tions, Jesus tells the parable 
of the two sons and then crit-
icizes the priests and elders for 
their lack of belief in John the 
Baptist.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus 
once again speaks to the 

priests and elders with a par-
able. In this parable, the land-
owner leases his vineyard 
to tenants and sends his ser-
vants to collect the portion of 
the harvest that the tenants 
owe to him. Several times the 
servants are sent to collect 
payment, and each time they 
are beaten and killed by the 
tenants. Finally, the landown-
er sends his son to collect his 
rent. The tenants, believing 
that they will inherit the vine-



yard if the landowner dies without an heir, plot 
together and kill the landowner’s son.

After telling the parable, Jesus questions the 
chief priests and elders about what the landown-
er will do to the wicked tenants. They all agree 
that the landowner will kill the wicked tenants 
and give the land to new tenants who will pay the 
rent.

In telling the parable, Jesus is clearly drawing 
upon Isaiah 5:1-7, which is today’s first reading 
and one that the priests and elders would have 
known well. Jesus doesn’t, therefore, have to ex-
plain the symbolism of the parable; the Pharisees 
would have understood that the vineyard repre-
sented Israel, the landowner represented God, 
the servants represented the prophets, and the 
bad tenants represented the religious leaders. Yet 
Jesus nonetheless explains the meaning of the 
parable for his audience: the Kingdom of God 
will be taken from the unbelieving and given 
to the faithful. The chief priests and elders have 

condemned themselves with their answer to Je-
sus’ question.

Today’s Gospel has a parallel in Mark 12:1-12. 
There are some notable differences, however. In 
Matthew’s version, the religious leaders condemn 
themselves; in Mark’s Gospel, Jesus answers his 
own question. Matthew names the religious lead-
ers as Pharisees and chief priests. Clearly this 
Gospel shows the tension that was mounting be-
tween Jesus and the Jewish religious leaders who 
thought that his message was dangerous. Mat-
thew’s Gospel was written about 70 years after Je-
sus’ death and reflects the conflicts and tensions 
found in the Christian community for whom 
Matthew was writing. Many biblical scholars 
believe that the tension between Matthew’s com-
munity and their Jewish neighbors can also be 
heard in today’s reading.

This Gospel reminds us of the importance 
of listening to God’s word. God speaks to us in 
many ways—through Scripture, through our 
Church tradition, in our Church’s teaching, and 
through modern-day prophets. Are we attentive 
and receptive to God’s word to us through these 
messengers?

Family Connection

In an ideal household, family members 
know the rules and follow them consistently. 
Even the most conscientious among us, howev-
er, sometimes needs to be reminded of the rules 
and their importance. How we respond to such 
correction reveals our true character. In today’s 
Gospel Jesus exposes the religious leaders for 
their failure to heed God’s messengers. It is an 
opportunity for us to consider how we respond 
to those who are God’s messengers today, call-



ing us to correct our ways and return to the way 
of the Lord.

As you gather as a family, talk about some 
of the most important rules of your household. 
Consider how consistently family members 
follow these rules. How are family members 
reminded when rules are not being followed? 
How do they respond? In today’s Gospel Jesus 
corrects the religious leaders through a para-
ble telling them that they have 
not heeded God’s messengers. 
Read Matthew 21:33-43. What 
are some of God’s rules that we 
must follow? How do we respond 
to God’s messengers today? Pray 
together as a family that you 
will heed God’s messengers and 
follow God’s ways. Pray togeth-
er the Act of Contrition for the 
times when your family has not 
heeded God’s word.

ROSARY GATHERING
October is the month of the 

Holy Rosary, please join us at 
one of two gatherings held at 
both Our Lady of Loretto and 
St. Dennis on Saturday, Octo-
ber 14th at 12pm.

BINGO CONCESSIONS
We’re still in need of vol-

unteers to sign up and help 
with concessions. Please either 
signup in the doorway at St. 
Dennis or call 406-620-7500. 
Thanks!

INFANT/CHILD BAPTISMS (UNDER 7)
Our next class for parents/godparents is on 

Saturday, November 4th from 10:30-11:30am at 
St. Dennis with baptisms to follow for families 
having theirs done afterwards inside the chapel. 
Other dates and locations will be scheduled 
accordingly. Visit crowcatholicparishes.com 
or contact one of the priests to register.



CLOSING SONG

18 Baakukkolak Jesus Jesus is in Heaven lines 3, 5 and 6.                          
*Singers often omit the last line, and half notes “E” after “WE” in lines 3, 5 

and 6.  This song may be very old from the time Christianity first came to the Crow People.

COFFEE MINISTRY
A big thanks to those who’ve been bringing 

items to share after Mass. We appreciate your 
help with this ministry.

In the 2nd reading today God commands 
us to “have no anxiety at all ... and make our 
requests known to God”. The idea of making 

a Marriage Encounter Experience, bucking 
the status quo to make a good marriage better 
makes us anxious. What more invitation do you 
need to trust your needs to God and to have no 
anxiety. Many couples will tell you making the 
weekend Experience is the best thing they did 
for their marriage. 90% of couples have a very 
good experience. Significantly better odds than 
buying a lottery ticket.The next Experience in 
Wyoming will be in Ucross, November 3-5. To 
learn more about the Experience, visit the web-
site wwme.org or apply today by calling 307-
215-9444.


